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STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURES

Daily Animal Health Rounds

I.
Purpose: To establish proper procedures for the daily health rounds.

II.
Scope: This SOP applies to all Division personnel performing daily animal health rounds.

III.
Responsibilities:


A.
The Director, Division of Veterinary Medicine will review this SOP annually.


B.
The Chiefs, Department of Animal Resources (DAR) and Department of Animal Medicine (DAM) will assume responsibility for this SOP and its annual update.


C.
DAR and DAM NCOIC’s will ensure all required forms, medications, and equipment are available and will ensure compliance with this SOP.


D.
Personnel performing rounds will comply with this SOP.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Conduct rounds at least twice daily, first thing in the morning and before leaving for the evening.



1.
Department Chiefs will coordinate additional rounds if more frequent observations are needed.



2.
Wear appropriate PPE including gloves, mask, and shoe covers, Tyvek® suit, face shield, and hair cover.


B.
Room Order:  Enter rooms in the following order:




Rodent Barrier Rooms




Rodent Conventional Rooms




Rodent Biohazard Rooms




Rabbit Conventional Rooms




Rabbit Biohazard Rooms




Aotus (New World Primate) Rooms




Juvenile Old World Primate Rooms




Adult Old World Primate Rooms




Old World Primate Biohazard (SHIV) Rooms




Disease Quarantine Rooms will be entered LAST


C.
Room Checks: All rooms will be checked for environmental parameters as well as other items listed on rounds sheets. Other areas checked are as follows:



1.
Quality and quantity of feed in feeders and feed barrels.



2.
Feed barrels (open and sanitation dates).



3.
Drains.



4.
Lights.



5.
Presence of pests.



6.
Sanitation and facility problems.



7.
Water pressure stations.



8.
Lixit function (AM – Caretakers, PM – Veterinary Staff)



9.
Water bottles.



10.
TV’s, if present in NHP rooms, will be on during the day, off at night


D.
Animal Observations:



1.
Check each animal for general appearance, discomfort or distress and normal bodily functions.



2.
Monitor each animal’s food intake.  Note animals eating less than half their feed ration.



3.
Examine any animals currently on treatment for any changes in condition.



4.
When sick or dead animals are found, contact the veterinary officer and the investigator/investigator’s representative.


E.
Documentation:



1.
Annotate environmental and facility problems that were discovered on the rounds sheet and document corrective actions taken.



2.
Annotate any animal abnormalities on the rounds sheets with the investigator’s name and phone number.



3.
List animals currently on treatment and newly identified animals for treatment or observation on the rounds sheet (by ID number) with a brief description of the problem.



4.
Department veterinary officers will review and initial all completed rounds sheets.



5.
Department NCOIC’s will file rounds sheets.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE:  This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-513 dated February 1997, SOP-DVM-514 dated October 1996, and SOP-DVM-522 dated April 1997.
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