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SUBJECT: Services Provided and Specimen Submission Procedures

MCMR-UWP-C                                                              


16 October 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR Users of the WRAIR Department of Comparative Pathology / NMRC Research Services Directorate Clinical Pathology, Necropsy/Histology, and Bacteriology Services

SUBJECT:
Services Provided and Specimen Submission Procedures

1.  PERSONNEL.  The following personnel provide services dealing with clinical and research animal samples.

Title
Name
Office
Phone




Office/Lab (319-)
WRAIR

Chief, Department of
LTC Gary M. Zaucha
1S17
9695

Comparative Pathology


NCOIC, Dept of Comp Path
SGT Sandra McLeish
GE19
9602

Staff Pathologist
MAJ Todd Johnson
1S17


Staff Pathologist
CPT Yvonne van Gessel
1S04
9594

Staff Pathologist
CPT(P) Sarah Hale
1S04
9861

Director, Division of Pathology
COL Mike Topper
1A20A
9567

Chief, Department of
LTC Mark Mense
1S19
9441

Diagnostic Pathology

Staff Pathologist
MAJ Terrell Blanchard
1S19
9124

Staff Pathologist
CPT Nelva Bryant
1S02
9853

Histotechnologist
Mr. Fleetwood Henry
1S16
9751/7848

Necropsy Lab Technician
SPC Nicholas Darland
GE19
9451/7872

Necropsy Lab Technician
PFC Quenicia Servant
GE19
        /7872

Supervisor, Clin Path Lab
Mr. Ed Jenkins
1S20
9385/7849

Microbiologist
Mr. Bob Sims
1S20
9141/7849

Medical Lab Technician
SPC Angel Canino
1S16
7388

Medical Lab Technician
SPC Christian Strating
1S16
9451

NMRC

Head, Pathology Department
MAJ Steven Mog
1S03
7490

Head, Clinical Diagnostic
CDR Gary Vias
1S03
7491

Laboratory Dept.

Medical Lab Technician
HM2 Rosa Velazquez-Evans
1S20
7494/7849

Medical Lab Technician
HM2 Rodney Osborn
1S16
7492/7848

Medical Lab Technician
HM2 Kenneth Hahn
1S16
7492/7848

Duty Pathologist

Pager:  (202) 991-5175

Necropsy Technician

Pager:  (202) 405-2716
2.  SERVICES PROVIDED.  The Department of Comparative Pathology, WRAIR, and the Research Services Directorate, NMRC, jointly provide anatomic and clinical pathology, and clinical microbiology support to WRAIR and NMRC researchers and clinicians on a chargeback basis.

a.  The Necropsy Service’s (Necropsy Laboratory, Room GE10) board-certified veterinary pathologists and technicians provide complete necropsy services for all research and colony animals, issuing gross and histopathologic evaluation reports.  The pathologists also provide a surgical pathology biopsy service.

b.  The Clinical Pathology Service's (Clinical Pathology Laboratory, Room 1S20) pathologists and technicians provide routine hematology, clinical chemistry, urinalysis, and cytology services.  A list of routinely available serum chemistry assays and additional assays available on special advance request is provided in enclosure 1.

c.  The Microbiology Service's (Microbiology Laboratory, Room 1S20) microbiologist and technicians provide routine bacterial culture and sensitivity, and dermatophyte fungal culture services.

3.  SUBMISSION OF SPECIMENS.  In order to obtain optimal results, specimens should be submitted to their respective laboratories as soon as possible after collection.  Procedures and forms for specimen submission are attached.  Forms are also available in the respective laboratories.  Protocols that require necropsy/histology, clinical pathology, or microbiology services must be coordinated through the Department of Comparative Pathology, WRAIR, or the Pathology Department, NMRC, as appropriate to ensure availability of support.  Clinical pathology specimens from research animals on protocol must be scheduled prior to submission, as should protocol necropsies.  Routine screening specimens from colony animals for health surveillance must also be scheduled.  Clinical pathology and microbiology specimens from clinically ill research and colony animals should be submitted immediately.  Telephonic notification of expected sample submission will allow the laboratory to better expedite the testing process.  Call the respective lab, duty pathologist, or department chief with any questions.  For after duty hours emergency services, contact the duty pathologist.

a.  Necropsy.  See enclosure 2 for procedures for submission of specimens to necropsy.  A "Request for Necropsy/Biopsy" form (Encl 3) must be completely filled out at the time of submission.

b.  Biopsy.  Procedures for submission of biopsy specimens are similar to those for necropsies.  Biopsies should be submitted in 10% buffered formalin, unless a microbiological culture is also requested.  These specimens should be submitted to the microbiology lab immediately after collection in a sterile container of sterile normal saline.  The microbiologist will give the specimen to the pathologist for transfer to formalin after obtaining samples for culture.

c.  Hematology.  Samples should be submitted to room 1S20 in EDTA (purple-top tubes) at the approximate rate of 1.5 mg EDTA/ml of blood.  Enough blood should be drawn into the commercial EDTA tubes to completely fill them to avoid excessive concentration of the EDTA.  Excessive EDTA causes shrinkage of erythrocytes affecting the hematocrit and indices.  The recommended amount is 1 ml of blood or greater.  The absolute MINIMUM sample that can be analyzed in the prediluted mode is 40 l of whole blood.  Samples must be identified at least with animal number and date sampled.  A "Clinical Laboratory Request" form (Encl 4) must be completely filled out at the time of submission.

d.  Clinical chemistry.  Samples should be submitted to room 1S20 in tubes ("tiger-striped" or red-top tubes) without anticoagulants.  Although a single individual chemistry test can be run on 11 l of serum, an additional 30 l is needed to fill sample cup dead-space.  The minimum needed to run a complete profile is 0.25 ml of serum (which means 0.5 ml of whole blood must be submitted).  The recommended amount is 1 ml or greater.  Excess serum will be saved and frozen, or returned to the investigator upon request.  Samples must be identified at least with animal number and date sampled.  The procedures and request form are as for hematology samples.

e.  Microbiology.  Samples for bacterial culture should be collected aseptically and submitted to room 1S20 in individual sterile containers or culturettes.  Surgical biopsies for culture and histopathology are submitted as previously described.  Hairs or skin scrapings for dermatophyte fungal culture should also be submitted in sterile containers.  Samples must be identified at least with animal number, sample site and date sampled.  A "Clinical Microbiology Request" form (Encl 5) must be completely filled out at the time of submission.

4.  REPORTS.  Reports are generated for every sample submitted to the laboratories in an expeditious a manner as possible.

a.  Routine hematology and clinical chemistry reports should be available no later than 48 hours after sample submission.  Reports will be placed in the appropriate division's box in Room 1S20.  Stat samples will be available as soon as testing is complete, and results can be either called or faxed to the clinician if correct numbers are provided.  Reference values for adult Rhesus monkeys, adult aotus monkeys, adult sheep and adult dogs are provided at enclosure 6.

b.  Gross necropsy reports are generated within 48 hours of the necropsy and are placed in the WRAIR distribution system.  Histopathology reports for necropsies and biopsies are generated after slides are received from the histology lab and read by the pathologist.  They are similarly distributed.  Biopsies and quality assurance/surveillance necropsies are given the highest priorities and results should be available within 2 working days for biopsies and 5 working days for QA/QS samples.

c.  Microbiology reports are distributed as for hematology and clinical chemistry reports.  No growth reports for bacterial cultures are issued within 2 working days.  Identification of bacterial growths may take up to 7 working days and fungal cultures up to 10 working days.

5.  CHARGES.  The support work is performed on a charge basis, and funds are deducted from the APC/JON provided at the time of submission.  The Department of Comparative Pathology, WRAIR, is dependent on the charges to replenish reagents and supplies used in the laboratories in support of both WRAIR and NMRC studies, therefore, it is critical that a valid APC/JON be provided at the time of submission.  Additionally, it is important to indicate on the submission form whether a specimen is from a WRAIR or NMRC contributor, because chargeback accounting is performed separately for each institute.  All tests will be performed, however, the department reserves the right to withhold results until funds are received.  The WRAIR/NMRC FY00 charges are provided at enclosure 7.

6.  QUESTIONS/COMMENTS WELCOMED.  The department’s goal is to provide the best service and support to the investigators and clinicians.  Please do not hesitate to contact the supervisors or technicians with any questions about procedures.  Comments or complaints about provided services should be directed to the Chief, Department of Comparative Pathology.
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