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STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE


SANITATION OF RODENT ROOMS 
I.
PURPOSE:
To establish proper procedures for the routine sanitation of rodent rooms and equipment contained therein.

II.
SCOPE:
This SOP applies to all personnel involved with the routine sanitation of rodent rooms and equipment contained therein.

III.
REFERENCES:
Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, 1996, NRC.

IV.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, Department of Animal Husbandry will be responsible for reviewing this SOP annually.


B.
The Contract Supervisor will ensure that this SOP is implemented within their section and that annual updates to this SOP are developed.


C.
The Contract Caretaker Supervisor will ensure that animal rooms are maintained in compliance with this SOP and that all animal caretakers under their supervision are given the proper equipment, supplies, and training to care for the animals in their assigned rooms.

V.
PROCEDURES:


A.
GENERAL PROCEDURES:



1. 
Excess equipment and supplies will not be stored in animal rooms.


B.
DAILY PROCEDURES:



1.
Check water bottles or lixits to ensure adequate water supply.



2.
The interior of the laminar flow hood should be sprayed with approved disinfectant solution and wiped clean before and after cage changes.



3.
A freshly made, approved disinfectant solution should be prepared daily IAW manufacture instructions (Clidox will be mixed at a disinfectant level of 1 part Base, 18 parts water and 1 part activator. Quatricide PV will be mixed at a level of 2 parts Quatricide and 1 part water). Chemical labels will be placed on all containers to identify concentration, preparation date, expiration date, storage conditions, and initials of individual who prepared solution. 



4.
The trash will be removed from the animal rooms daily.



5.
Feed barrel and trash containers will be kept clean and securely closed.



6.
The floor of each room will be swept and mopped with an approved disinfectant at least once daily.



7.
Each room will be equipped with a nylon handbroom, nylon broom, dustpan, mop, and mop bucket.  This equipment with the exception of the mop bucket will be properly stored on a wall bracket when not in use.  The correct method of storing cleaning equipment is to hang the equipment by the handle with the cleaning portion downward.  Cleaning utensils should not be transported between animal rooms and utensils should be cleaned after each use.



8.
Bedding dump stations should be cleaned and sanitized after each use (See SOP titled Operation and Maintenance of Waste Management System, SOP DVM 347).


C.
PROCEDURES PERFORMED 3 TIMES/WEEK:



1.
Rodent cages and catch pans under wire bottom suspended cages will be changed 3 X's per week and replaced with sanitized cages and pans with fresh bedding.



2.
Water bottles, sipper tubes and stoppers will be 
replaced with sanitized stoppers, sipper tubes, feed hoppers  and water bottles filled with fresh, clean water.(acidified where so designated by Contract Supervisor-In-Charge)



3.
Cage racks will be brushed clean after cage changes if required, as in the case of rodents housed under conventional conditions with wirebar lids or wire-bottom suspended cages.


D.
WEEKLY PROCEDURES:



1.
The automatic watering system filters will be checked weekly and will be changed if discolored.  The date the water filter was most recently checked will be annotated on the animal room status sheet.



2.
All brooms, dustpans, mops, and mop buckets will be thoroughly cleaned and sanitized.


E.
BIWEEKLY (EVERY 2 WEEKS) PROCEDURES:



1.
Wire-bottom suspended rodent cages will be changed and replaced with clean sanitized cages.



2.
Check water filters.


F.
MONTHLY PROCEDURES:



1.
All mop heads and severely worn or corroded cleaning utensils will be replaced.



2.
Automatic watering system filters will be replaced and the date of the most recent filter change annotated on the status sheet.



3.
All rodent rooms will be thoroughly disinfected at least monthly and whenever the room is emptied, with the exception of biohazard rooms which will be only thoroughly disinfected at the termination of the study.  At the same time the rodent cage racks, feed and trash barrels, and any equipment in the room will be washed and disinfected.  Occupied rooms will be emptied of animals.




a.
Generally the entire room is washed with an 
approved detergent compound IAW the manufacturer's instructions, utilizing a high pressure washer followed 10 minutes later by a rinsing, application of an approved disinfectant IAW the manufacturer's instructions, for another 10 minutes, and a final rinse all applied via the different options available on the pressure washer.




b.
However various alternative methods are utilized and the last three operations can be performed with a low pressure sprayer cart; the last two operations by aerosol application of a disinfectant via a room fogger; or a combination cleaner disinfectant can be applied the entire room sponge mopped and then rinsed.



4.
The room will be disinfected IAW (See SOP 259, "Room Sanitation, General").
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