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Barrier Room Procedures

I.
Purpose:  To describe the procedures required for maintaining a rodent barrier room.

II.
Scope:  Applicable to all personnel entering a barrier room

III.
Responsibilities:


A.
Chief, DAR & Chief DAM will be responsible for reviewing this SOP annually.


B.
All section OIC's will be responsible for updating this

SOP and insuring that all military and research personnel are in compliance.


C.
The Civilian Supervisor is responsible for implementing this SOP through their animal caretakers.

IV.
Procedures:


A.
All barrier room doors will be identified with a highly visible sign indicating that it is a barrier room and that special precautions are required before entering.


B.
Entering the Barrier Room:



1.
All personnel must wear the Tyvek suits, mask, cap, sterile surgical gloves, and shoe covers.  The sleeves of the jump suit should be taped over the ends by the surgical gloves so that no skin on the arm is exposed.  Clean protective clothing will be donned every time the barrier room is entered.



2.
Fresh disinfectant will be prepared daily before entering the barrier room.  The approved disinfectant will be mixed in a large plastic bottle according to label directions.  Any disinfectant from the previous day will be discarded.  Prepare 2 gallons at the beginning of the day and fill the hand pump sprays.



3.
Use the pump sprayer to spray a light mist of disinfectant completely around the doorjamb and enter the room.  Use the procedure on leaving the room.  This procedure must be done each time you enter or exit the room.


C.
Preparation of Cages and Feed:



1.
When feed must be autoclaved before entering room before opening (SOP #421, Autoclave Procedures for Feed & Bedding & Water), spray the entire outside of the bag with disinfectant and open in the workbench.



2.
All rodents will be housed in microisolator cages or VCL units.  All water, water bottles, stoppers, sipper tubes, cages with bedding, wire grids, feeders, cagecard holders, and microisolator tops must be autoclaved prior to use.  The paper filters in the microisolator tops will be changed every months or whenever soiled or damaged.  When ready for use, spray the autoclaved bag with disinfectant before opening in the workbench.


D.
Cage Changing:



1.
Cages, bedding, water and water bottles, food, feed hoppers, cage card holders, wire grids, and microisolator tops are to be changed three times a week, or more often if needed.  All procedures are to take place on the laminar flow workbenches.



2.
Wipe the bench down with disinfectant and turn the unit on (see SOP or manufactures directions concerning the type of workbench being used).  SOP's 348, Operation and Maintenance of the Stay Clean Workbench and 349, Operation and Maintenance of the Bioclean Laminar Flow Hood.



3.
Spray your hands and arms with disinfectant until they are moist.   Hands disinfectant so that a moist environment is maintained.  Any time you step away from the bench, you must spray your hands again upon returning to the bench.



4.
Place cage on the workbench and spray the entire outside of the cage with disinfectant until the surfaces are moist.



5.
Remove the plastic filter top and wire grid and transfer mice to a clean cage.



6.
When procedures are finished, return the cage to its rack.  Change only one cage at a time in the workbench.



7.
Disinfect the Laminar Flow Hood when finished IAW SOP 348 and 349.


E.
Room Maintenance:



1.
Floors will be mopped daily with disinfectant.



2.
Floors will not be swept.



3.
Barrier room walls will be sponged and mopped and completely sanitized at the end of quarantine or protocol and every two weeks.



4.
Trash and dirty cages are taken out of the room daily IAW SOP #250 General Room Sanitation.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-280 dated April 1997.
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