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I.
PURPOSE:
Describe procedures to properly disinfect animal rooms.

II.
SCOPE: Applies to all rooms with the Division of Veterinary Medicine

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, Department of Animal Husbandry will review and update this SOP annually.


B.
The Civilian Caretaker Supervisor will ensure the animal caretakers read, are trained, and have the supplies and equipment necessary to accomplish the standards outlined in this SOP and will update this SOP as needed.


C.
All personnel Division of Veterinary Medicine will read and comply with these procedures.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Cleaning Procedures:

NOTE:  ALWAYS empty room of animals prior to sanitizing!!!!



1.
Put on all protective clothing (gloves, boots, eye protection or face shield, dust/mist mask, etc.).



2.
Pour an approved disinfectant solution into the pressure washer IAW manufacturer’s instructions and use as a fine mist.  Follow procedures outlined in SOP-DVM-337, Hydro Blitz High Pressure Washer.  Use pressure washer on walls and ceilings that cannot be reached with a mop.



3.
Sponge mop the entire room and all washable contents with the above disinfectant in the following order: ceiling, walls, equipment (table, sink, etc.) and floor. Vigorously scrub back and forth, (repeat 3-4 times) over a 4-6 feet area.



4.
Rinse the dirty mop in a pan of clean water.  Return mop to the disinfectant pan for more disinfectant and scrub another area.  Never put the dirty mop in the disinfectant solution before rinsing.



5.
Leave disinfectant solution on all surfaces for approximately 10 minutes.  Rinse or wipe disinfectant solution off all surfaces with fresh clean water.



6.
Animals will not be placed in rooms until the room is completely dry.



7.
Note the date of room sanitation on the WRAIR Animal Facility Environmental Monitoring Sheet.


B.
Schedule:



1.
Disinfect all rooms using the pressure washer monthly, at the conclusion of a study or if emptied for some other reason.



2.
Disinfect all rooms using the pressure washer when depopulated for disease control.



3.
At high pressure, the pressure washer may be used on animal runs and caging. Do not use high pressure on walls, floors, or ceilings.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-310 dated March 1997.

REVIEWED AND APPROVED:

JOHN H. PARRISH

LTC, VC

Director, Division of

Veterinary Medicine

PREPARED BY:




2

