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STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE

Operation of the Flush Station

I.
PURPOSE:  To establish procedures for operation of the recoil hose flush station located on the dirty side of the cage wash area.

II.
SCOPE:  All personnel responsible for cleaning the recoil hoses used with the automatic watering system.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
Civilian Supervisor-In-Charge is responsible for execution of this SOP.


B.
Chief's Department of Animal Resources and Department of Animal Medicine will ensure that SOP is implemented.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Chlorine Injector:



1.
Mix a chlorine and water solution by using 5-1/2 gallons of water to 1/2 gallon of laundry bleach.  Drain and refill with a fresh solution weekly.



2.
Set metering pump for a stroke of 60% and speed of 60.




a.
Stroke frequency adjustment knob is the uppermost of the two knobs on the control panel.  Turning the knob clockwise increases pumping frequency.




b.
Stroke length control dial is the lower knob.  It is graduated in approximate strokes per minute.  Adjust by rotating to desired settings, while pump is stroking.



3.
Turn water on and set selector switch to CHLORINATED WATER.




a.
If necessary to prime the pump, break connector nut at the inlet of injector valve.




b.
When air bubbles are no longer seen flowing through the tube, re-tighten the nut.



4.
After approximately 3 minutes of operation, open sample valve (manifold drain Valve) and sample solution with test kit provided by EDSTROM according to instructions in kit.  Chlorine concentration should be between 10 and 20 ppm.  Adjust the pump speed up or down from nominal 60 to achieve this concentration if necessary.


B.
Operation:



1.
Attach from one to six recoil hoses to the Flush Station's Quick Disconnect terminals.  Attach both ends of the hoses to the flush station.  One end attaches above and one end directly below.



2.
Set the timers in the box on the wall on 1 minute each.  Set the toggle switch to "Soak on."  Set the soaking timer (middle timer) to 30 minutes.



3.
Hit the start button and the apparatus cycles automatically.



4.
At the end of the operation, disconnect the recoil hoses from the Flush Station's Quick Disconnect terminals.



5.
Couple the quick-disconnect socket and plug of each hose together, to make a closed loop to avoid contamination as they are transported and stored.



6.
Wipe the outside of the tube with an appropriate disinfectant.  After allowing 6-10 minutes contact time, follow with a plain water wipe before storing.


C.
Maintenance:




a.
It is not necessary to remove the flow switch from the system to clean the unit.




b.
Occasional cleaning when excessive contamination is present in the liquid is the only maintenance normally required.




c.
To disassemble the flow switch for cleaning, shut the system down and remove the cover over the flow switch, unscrew the piston plug and remove the spring and piston from the unit.  Clean the parts and the inside of the body by using a nylon bottlebrush and mild, soapy water.  Scrub all the parts thoroughly and then rinse well.  This piston must move freely in the housing.  Reassemble the components.

V.
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