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I.
PURPOSE: The purpose of this SOP is to establish procedures for processing rabbits and other animals as needed, with the use of the ELAMS BioMedic System.

II.
SCOPE: This procedure applies to all division personnel.

III. 
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Section OIC is responsible for:



1.
Insuring that the requirements of this SOP are implemented.



2.
Reviewing and updating this SOP annually.


B.
The Section NCOIC is responsible for:



1.
Insuring that orders are placed for all supplies needed for the unit.



2.
Supervising and training Section personnel on use of the ELAMS equipment.



3.
Insuring that data is downloaded as requested.


C.
All Section personnel are responsible for:



1.
Knowing how to implant the individual identification units.



2.
Knowing procedures for processing animals and loading data into the ELAMS BioMedic Data Unit.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
General: Anyone using the ELAMS must be trained on the BioMedic Unit and fully understand equipment utilization before attempting to use it.


B.
Testing Transponders (micro-chip implant):



1.
Upon receipt, all rabbits will receive an individual "transponder" for identification.



2.
Transponders come in a sterile disposable needle unit, ten to a cartridge, and must be tested before placement in the animal.




a.
Slide the white cover back on the cartridge to reveal the opening.




b.
Tilt the cartridge and gently pull on the transponder.




c.
Empty an equal amount of transponders as there are animals to be processed.




d.
Turn the keyboard on by pushing the “power” button.  The Main Menu screen should come up within seconds.




e.
Select option “4- Test Mode” by either pushing the keyboard #4 or by using the arrow down button.




f.
Push the “enter” button, you should now have a screen that says “BioMedic” with an empty box below it.




g.
Push the “scan” button.  Notice the small box in the upper right hand corner of the screen that reads “ON”.




h.
Take a transponder and scan it by passing it over the scanning wand.  You should hear a beep from the keyboard and visualize a number in the box on the screen.  The transponder is now ready for implant.




i.
Place the transponder in a clean holding container of your choice (i.e. small box or plastic bag) until you have tested all the transponders and are ready to begin implanting.




j.
If you scan a transponder and you don't hear a beep, dispose of the needle unit in a sharps container and proceed with another.


C.
Implanting transponders:



1.
Load a transponder needle unit, steps 1-5 (Annex 1).



2.
Locate the area between the shoulder blades of the animal (withers) and apply Nolvasan® or alcohol. (Nolvasan® is recommended in rabbits; they object less to the smell).



3.
Pigs may be implanted in subcutaneous tissue at the base of the left ear.



4.
Using the normal method of administering a SQ injection, proceed with item 6 (annex 1), implanting transponder.

NOTE: It is important to insure that the unit is placed SQ and not intradermal.



5.
The best method is to hold the cartridge in the palm of your hand and use the index finger for advancing the transponder.  This will minimize movement and the chances of withdrawing the needle prematurely.


D.
Reading Implanted Transponders



1.
While restraining the animal with minimal restraint, the scanning wand is passed over the area of the implanted transponder 2-3 inches above it.



2.
The BioMedic Unit will display the 10-digit number corresponding to the transponder being read.  This is the animal’s unique identification number.  This number is to be entered into the medical record and cross-referenced with any previous identification number(s) assigned to the animal.



3.
To proceed, clear the previous number from the BioMedic Unit, position the next animal, read the number as before, and enter the identification number in the medical record and cross-reference it.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-500 dated March 1997.
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