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Receipt and In-Processing of Sheep & Swine

I.
PURPOSE:  To establish procedures for receiving sheep and swine at the loading dock, Bldg. 511.

II.
SCOPE:  Applies to all personnel receiving and accepting sheep and swine within the Division of Veterinary Medicine.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, Department of Animal Resources (DAR), will review and update this SOP annually.


B.
The Department of Animal Husbandry (DAH) will ensure that all information necessary for the proper receipt of animals is provided to personnel identified in this SOP that receive sheep or swine.


C.
The section NCOIC has responsibility to ensure this SOP is implemented.


D.
The Civilian Caretaker Supervisor is responsible for all husbandry aspects of this SOP, including sanitation and preparation of rooms and ordering feed in anticipation of animal deliveries.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
General:  Prior to arrival, assemble medical record jackets and forms for new animals.


B.
Receipt Paperwork:



1.
Check shipping documents:




a.
Ensure that the animals have arrived as ordered.




b.
Ensure that the animals were delivered to the correct facility.



2.
Note the number of animals and gender of the animals.



3.
Inspect the receiving documents to ensure that a health certificate (signed by a veterinarian and less than 10 days old) is present.




a.
Certificate must verify that animals are disease free according to contract specifications.




b.
Sheep must have serology results of Q-Fever serology and the results must be negative.


C.
Animal Examination:  A veterinarian will examine all sheep and swine prior to acceptance/rejection.  Examine animals visually for signs of disease or abnormalities:



1.
Animals will appear alert, healthy, and in good condition




a.
Perform TPR and auscultation for lung sounds.




b.
If TPR results are outside of normal parameters, the veterinarian must examine the animal before acceptance.



2.
There will be no signs of pruritus



3.
The animal will stand squarely on all four feet and show no signs of lameness or respiratory distress.



4.
Eyes will be clear and bright



5.
There will be no ocular or purulent nasal discharges or evidence of diarrhea.



6.
Sheep:




a.
Palpate carefully for enlarged lymph nodes and/or superficial abscesses; sheep with abscesses shall be rejected.




b.
Examine mucosal membranes for ulcers, abrasions, or warts.



7.
Swine:




a.
The skin will be clean, free of scurf, and lesions.




b.
The hair coat will have a healthy appearance.




c.
There will be no sign of lichenification of the skin, which suggests zinc deficiency or ectoparasites.




d.
The animal’s conformation will be bilaterally symmetrical and there will be good muscle mass and adequate subcutaneous fat.



8.
Weigh all animals and check against contract requirements (Department of Animal Husbandry will provide contract requirement specifications).  Record animal weights in the medical records and on the Animal Receipt Log.



9.
Inspect animals for identification marking (i.e. USDA tag or tattoo).  If an identification mark is not found, assign the animal a WRAIR number.



10.
Initiate individual medical records.


D.
Animal Acceptance/Quarantine:



1.
Following examination of sheep and swine and acceptance of the shipment, transport the new animals to a separate room from other animals.  These room(s) shall be placed on quarantine.  Post a sign on the door, designating the room as “Quarantine.”



2.
Quarantine sheep IAW SOP-DVM-944, Quarantine & Maintenance of Sheep.



3.
Quarantine or acclimate swine IAW SOP-DVM-947, Quarantine & Maintenance of Swine.



4.
If the OIC determines a problem that necessitates a longer quarantine period than normal, he/she will immediately inform the DAH and the investigator for whom the animals were procured.

IV.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-927 dated January 1997 and SOP-DVM-928 dated January 1997.
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JOHN H. PARRISH
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