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Animal Room Temperature and Humidity Control

I.
PURPOSE:
To establish procedures for maintaining animal rooms within recommended temperature and relative humidity ranges.

II.
SCOPE:
All WRAIR animal holding areas.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Director, Division of Veterinary Medicine is responsible for reviewing this SOP annually.


B.
All animal care specialists and animal caretakers are responsible for reading and complying with the provisions herein.


C.
The NCOIC, DAM is responsible for updating this SOP annually 


D.
The COR, caretaking contract, will ensure that the animal caretakers are in compliance with this SOP. 


E.
The Deputy Director, DVM, must approve any exceptions to this SOP.

IV.
DEFINITIONS:


The recommended room temperature ranges for the various species of laboratory animals held at WRAIR are:


Required


Temperature:


Animal
(C
(F

Mouse
18-26(
64-79(

Rat
18-26(
64-79(

Hamster
18-26(
64-79(

Guinea pig
18-26(
64-79(

Rabbit
16-22(
61-72(

Dog
18-29(
64-84(

Cat
18-29(
64-84(

Nonhuman
18-29(
64-84(

Primate


(New/Old)


Swine
16-27(
61-81(

Sheep
16-27(
61-81(

The recommended range for Relative Humidity (RH) for all above species is 30-70%.


(From the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals)

V.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Temperature and RH will be maintained on the Animal Room Log form.  (See SOP 120).


B.
Animal Care Specialists will document animal room temperature and RH a minimum of twice per day (once in the morning and once in the afternoon) on the rounds sheets.  The Animal Caretakers will document in the AM on the individual room Animal Room Log Sheet.  All forms will be spot-checked by contract caretaker supervisor and NCOIC, DAR/DAM.


C.
If the temperature or RH is out of range, notify the Work Order Coordinator immediately.



1.
He/she in turn will notify the Facility Maintenance Manager - Division of Logistics.  The NCOIC and OIC of the department will also be notified of problems.



2.
After the above personnel are notified, the temperature and RH will be:




a.
Monitored hourly until the problem is resolved.




b.
Entered into the Animal Room Log Sheet at each monitoring time point.




c.
The contract supervisor should be notified of the problem first thing the next duty day.


D.
If a deviation in temperature or RH is causing undue stress to the animals, it may be necessary to move them out of the room.  The Chief of the department will determine if movement of animals is required.  If so, the Chief will:



1.
Coordinate movement with Supply Management Officer, CQ, contract supervisor, investigator, and other appropriate personnel.



2.
If additional civilian personnel must be called in, only the Director/Deputy Director has the authority to authorize overtime.

VI.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-122 dated October 1996.
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