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I.
PURPOSE: To establish procedures for evacuation of animals in the event of adverse temperatures, power outage or other situations in which animals must be moved to preserve their health.

II.
SCOPE:  All WRAIR animal holding areas.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Director, Division of Veterinary Medicine is responsible for reviewing and updating this SOP annually.


B.
All Division of Veterinary Medicine and ROW Contract personnel will be responsible for reading and complying with the provisions herein.


C.
The NCOIC, DAM and DAR shall ensure enlisted read and understand this SOP.


D.
The contract caretaker supervisor will ensure that the animal caretakers are in compliance with this SOP.

IV.
DEFINITIONS: The required room temperature ranges for the various species of laboratory animals held at WRAIR are:


Required Room


Temperature Range


Animal
°C
°F


Mouse
18-26°
64-79°


Rat
18-26°
64-79°


Hamster
18-26°
64-79°


Guinea pig
18-26°
64-79°


Rabbit
16-21°
61-72°


Dog
18-29°
64-84°


Cat
18-29°
64-84°


Nonhuman
18-29°
64-84°


Primate


(New/old)


Swine
16-27°
61-81°


Sheep
16-27°
61-81°



(From the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals)
V.
PROCEDURES


A.
If a room temperature exceeds the accepted range for a species, notify the NCOIC or his designee, who will notify the building engineers immediately (see SOP 122 Animal Room Temperature Control).  If the temperature is greater than 5° F above the acceptable range, or if the temperatures are increasing rapidly, notify the engineers that a “Code Gray” situation exits (indicating that immediate action must be taken to prevent loss of life).


B.
When a room temperature exceeds the accepted range, place a portable air cooler in that room.  If an air cooler is not available, leave the door opened and position a fan to vent corridor air into the room.


C.
If a room temperature is below the accepted range, place a portable heater in the room. If this cannot be done safely, skip this procedure and initiate D below.


D.
If a room is five or more degrees above or below the accepted range and there is an available room with a more acceptable temperature, move the animals in their caging to the other room.  If another room is not unavailable but the corridor has favorable temperatures, move the animals to the corridor.  The Chief, DAR or DAM should be notified prior to moving animals, however, if they are unavailable and an emergency situation exits, the NCOIC or his designee are authorized to move animals.


E.
If the building is expected to remain out of the accepted temperature range for several hours and another building has available space, the attending veterinarian may authorize transport of the animals.  Notify the Department Chiefs and Division Director before moving animals from building to building.


F.
As a last resort, animals may be moved outside if, in the professional opinion of the attending veterinarian, remaining inside the building would seriously affect the animals' health and the conditions outside would be better than inside.


G.
If the animals are in a barrier room, and time permits, contact the PI before moving the animals.  If they are in a BSL2 room, the PI and/or a veterinarian must be contacted prior moving the animals.  If, in the opinion of the attending veterinarian, moving the animals will cause a significant risk to human health, the animals will not be moved regardless of the conditions.  The attending veterinarian may authorize euthanasia to prevent these animals from suffering.


H.
In the event of a fire, chemical hazard spill, or natural disaster, human life will not be risked to save the animals.  The first priority will be to get all people to safety.  If the animals can be relocated without endangering human life, the attending veterinarian may authorize the move.

VI.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-140 dated May 1997.
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