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I.
PURPOSE: To provide a general procedures to be followed for cage sanitation by personnel at the various animal facilities within the Division of Veterinary Medicine, Walter Reed Army Institute of Research.

II.
SCOPE: Applies to all personnel involved with the methods used to clean and sanitize animal cages, pens, runs and other primary enclosures for research animals.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, DAH, will ensure that the general procedures for sanitation of primary enclosures of research animals contained within this SOP are followed.


B.
The Contract Project Supervisor will oversee and train animal caretaker personnel in all procedures necessary for compliance with this SOP.  


C.
The Contract Project Supervisor, in coordination with the Chiefs, DAR/DAM will determine schedules of primary enclosure sanitation and ensure that all materials necessary for the proper adherence to this SOP are available.  The Contract Project Supervisor will update this SOP annually or as needed.

IV.
DEFINITIONS:


A.
Primary Enclosure:
refers to the material(s) that immediately surround an animal.  Examples include polycarbonate cages, hanging cages on racks, pens, and runs.


B.
Secondary Enclosure:  refers to the room or compartment (bio-isolators) that contain the primary enclosure.

V.
PROCEDURES:


A.
General:



1.
The Animal Welfare Regulations (Title 9, Code of Federal Regulations Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4) require that each animal's primary enclosure be cleaned and sanitized at least once every two (2) weeks by one of the following methods:




a.
Washing with hot water (180ºF) and acid or detergent as in a mechanical cage washer;




b.
Washing all soiled surfaces with a detergent solution followed by a safe and effective disinfectant; or




c.
Cleaning all soiled surfaces with live steam.



2.
Animals will be removed from enclosures during cleaning and will be protected from unnecessary exposure to water and detergents.



3.
The animal caretaker supervisor will coordinate cage changing operations with the NCOIC to ensure no planned medical or protocol procedures will be disrupted.


B.
Portable Cages:



1.
Wash portable cages (lightweight or on wheels) in the mechanical cage washer in each facility.  Sanitize cages and racks used in quarantine rooms or BSL2 rooms last.



2.
Sanitize rodent cages a minimum of three times, weekly, unless otherwise indicated.



3.
Sanitize rabbit cages/racks as often as necessary to prevent excess accumulation of urine scale and/or rabbit hair, but as a minimum, every two weeks.



4.
The animal caretaker will remove animals and their identification cards from soiled cages and transfer them to clean, dry cages IAW the species-specific SOP’s.  Cages containing animals on protocol will be changed IAW SOP-DVM-104 Operation Design of Room, Rack, Cage.



5.
Transport dirty cages/racks to the cage wash area and rinse free of feces and other gross contamination.  Empty cages that contain soiled litter or bedding into a bedding dump station prior to rinsing.



6.
Remove empty feeders and water bottles and take to the cage wash area for sanitation.



7.
The cage wash operator(s) will finish disassembling the cages and racks.  Pre-rinse cages with warm water, and detergent solution and/or acid.  use a brush to loosen feces, hair and other foreign material.



8.
Remove urine scale from stainless steel pans or cages by applying the approved solution IAW manufacturer’s instructions.  See SOP-DVM-315. Rinse with clean water before placing in the cage wash.



9.
Do not use descaler on plastic or polycarbonate cages.



10.
Place plastic shoebox cages upside down on racks or conveyer belt.  Use a scraper to remove debris.



11.
Place bottles upside down in special racks to be washed on the bottle washing equipment or tunnel washer.  Wash feeders, stoppers, and other small pieces of equipment in wire baskets.



12.
Mark all racks of cages with the sanitation date before leaving the clean side of the cage wash area.



13.
Re-sanitize any sanitized cages, other than rodent polycarbonate cages, stored in the clean cage storage room for more than 30 days before use.  Re-date cages with date put into service when they are utilized from the clean cage storage room.


C.
Safety Precautions:



1.
Whenever working in cage wash area, wear protective clothing such as rubber gloves, goggles or face shield.  Wear approved hearing protection.



2.
If acid gets on skin, in eyes or on clothing:




a.
Rinse area immediately with copious amounts of water.




b.
Remove and replace contaminated clothing.




c.
Notify supervisor.



3.
An eyewash station is in every cage wash area.

VI.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-311 dated June 1997.
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