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Water Testing
I.
Purpose: To provide instruction for sampling water in the Division of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) Buildings 503 and 511.

II.
SCOPE: Applies to all personnel in DVM.

III.
Responsibilities:


A.
The Chief, Department of Animal Husbandry (DAH), will review and update this policy annually.


B.
The Chiefs, Department of Animal Medicine (DAM) and Department of Animal Resources (DAR), will assure water is tested on schedule and will review the results.


C.
NCOIC’s, DAM and DAR, will:



1.
Designate an individual to collect and submit water samples.



2.
Ensure necessary supplies for testing are available.



3.
Coordinate sampling schedule.



4.
Maintain the Water Sample Log Book.

III.
References:


A.
Edstrom Industries, Inc.  Update, Vol. 5, Issue 3; Vol. 6, Issues 1-3, 1990/1.


B.
Edstrom Industries, Inc.  Providing a Standardized Quality of Animal Drinking Water.

IV.
Procedures:


A.
Collect water from animal rooms quarterly.



1.
Test samples from different rooms each quarter.



2.
Submit samples for heavy metals testing to Ft. Sam Houston, TX.



3.
Submit samples for bacteriologic testing to Division of Pathology, WRAIR.



4.
See submission details under IV. D.


B.
Collecting samples for heavy metals testing:



1.
Conduct sampling in the morning to allow for same day shipping.



2.
Select three rooms to sample.



3.
Obtain three 500 ml containers.



4.
Sample water at the first quick disconnect beyond the pressure reducing station using a sampling valve.




a.
Let the water run for 2-3 minutes at a steady, moderate flow rate before collecting the sample, then collect the sample without changing the flow.




b.
Fill the container to the top and tightly secure the lid.



5.
Label the container with the following information:




a.
Date




b.
Building, room number, and exact location where water was sampled




c.
Name of person performing the sampling



6.
Log the sampling information into the Water Sample Log Book.


C.
Collecting samples for bacteriologic testing:



1.
Obtain bacteriological samples at the same time heavy metal samples are obtained.




a.
The NCOIC, DAM, will notify personnel in the Division of Pathology, microbiology section, of the date that samples will be submitted.




b.
Allow at least a three-day lead-time.



2.
Sample the same rooms selected for bacteriologic testing.



3.
Obtain 2 culturettes for each room (total of 6 per building).




a.
Sample water at the level of the lixit and at the first quick disconnect beyond the pressure reducing station, using a sampling valve.




b.
Depress lixits using a sterile instrument, such as sterile cotton-tipped applicator or tongue depressor.  Use a different instrument for each lixit.




c.
Let the water run for 2-3 minutes at a steady, moderate flow rate before collecting the sample.




d.
Place the uncontaminated culturette under the flowing water, then return to its container.



4.
Label the culturette with the following information:





Date





Building, room number, and exact location where water was sampled





Name of person performing the sampling



5.
Log the same information into the Water Sample Log Book.


D.
Submitting Samples:



1.
Samples for heavy metal testing:




a.
Samples should be shipped via UPS to the following address:





DoD Veterinary Laboratory





ATTN: MCVS SCLD





2472 Schofield Rd, Bld 2632





Ft. Sam Houston, TX 78234-6232




b.
Ship samples in a styrofoam box with plenty of packing to prevent bottles from breaking.  No refrigerant is required.




c.
Request testing on Form DD 1222 (encl. 1), available on Delrina Form Flow.  Only one form is required for each shipment; list all samples on the one form.



2.
Samples for bacteriologic testing




a.
Submit samples to the Microbiologic Laboratory, Department of Pathology, Bldg. 503.




b.
Request testing on a Clinical Microbiology Request Form (encl. 2).  Submit one form for each building, not each sample.




c.
Submit samples from both buildings simultaneously.


E.
Reviewing/Recording Results:



1.
The Chiefs, DAM and DAR, will review all results, for both bacteriologic and heavy metal testing, for their respective facilities.  Each division NCOIC must ensure the results are reviewed prior to filing.



2.
Each Department will maintain a Water Sampling File.  Results will be maintained a minimum of 3 years.


F.
Abnormal Results:  Immediately bring abnormal results to the attention of the Chief, Department of Animal Husbandry and the Deputy Director, Division of Veterinary Medicine.  Upon group consultation, take corrective actions.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-434 dated March 1997.
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