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I.
PURPOSE:  To describe procedures to properly dispose of dead animals.

II.
SCOPE:  These procedures apply all animals found dead or euthanized at WRAIR/ NMRC facilities.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chiefs, DAR and DAM, will ensure that the policies and procedures contained within this SOP are followed.


B.
The NCOIC, DAR and DAM, will ensure that all animal care technicians are trained in the appropriate disposal of animals.


C.
The Bionetics Project Manager will ensure that all animal caretakers are trained in the appropriate disposal of animals.


D.
Animal caretakers, animal technicians, investigators and any others who monitor animals will be aware of the policies and procedures of this SOP.

IV.
REFERENCES:


A.
Army Regulation 70-18, The Use of Animals in DoD Programs.


B.
FDA GLP Regulations (Title 21, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 58) and preamble as published in the Federal Register, 22 December 1978 (43 FR 59986).


C.
EPA GLP Regulations (Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 160) and preamble as published in the Federal Register, 29 November 1983 (48 FR 53946)


D.
EPA GLP Regulations (Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 792) and preamble as published in the Federal Register, 29 November 1983 (48 FR 53922)


E.
Animal Welfare Regulations (Title 9, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4)


F.
Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, National Academy Press, 1996.


G.
Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories.  DHHS Pub. No.(CDC) 84-8395.  Center for Disease Control and National Institutes of Health, 1984.  Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.


H.
Walter Reed Army Institute of Research Standing Operating Procedure SOP-DVM-710, Submission of Animals for Necropsy
V.
PROCEDURES:


A.
When an animal caretaker or technician finds an animal that has died unexpectedly, contact the investigator and the attending veterinarian to determine:



1.
If the animal should be sent to necropsy



2.
Any special precautions for disposal



3.
Any samples or data to be collected from the animal


B.
Handle animals that die or are euthanized as part of an experiment, as instructed by the investigator.



1.
Handle animals for necropsy IAW SOP-DVM-710, Submission of Animals for Necropsy.



2.
Submit all non-human primates, regardless of cause of death, for necropsy.




a.
Promptly notify the investigator responsible for the non-human primate of the animal’s death, along with the Pathologist on Duty.




b.
If a monkey is to be euthanized during an experiment, the investigator will prearrange for the animal’s necropsy with the Pathologist on Duty.



3.
If the investigator does not want the animal carcass, dispose IAW procedures in section C. below.


C.
Carcass Disposal:



1.
Place all carcasses in red Biohazard bags displaying the Biohazard label.




a.
Contaminated Animals:





(1)
Double bag carcasses that are contaminated or potentially contaminated with hazardous biomedical material (e.g. BSL2/3 pathogen).





(2)
Spray the outer bag with Clidox prior to removal.




b.
Radioactive Animals:





(1)
Dispose of carcasses that are contaminated with radioactive material IAW WRAIR 385-10 “Safety Instructions”.





(2)
Coordinate with WRAMC Health Physics Officer at (202) 356-0058/62.





(3)
WRAMC Health Physics will hold carcasses for 10 half-lives of the radioisotope.




c.
All Other Animals:





(1)
Tightly seal biohazard bag.





(2)
Place no more than 25 to 30 pounds of tissue into one bag.





(3)
Double bag tissue to prevent leakage.



2.
Properly label all bags with the protocol number, investigator’s name, number of animals, species of animal, room from which the animal came, date, and point of contact (including phone number).



3.
Collect cage cards (if appropriate); mark the date of death on the cage card; hand deliver cards to the Department of Animal Husbandry.



4.
Place properly bagged and sealed animal carcasses and tissues in a walk-in freezer labeled “Animal Carcasses”.




a.
Freezers are located at the loading dock of Bldg. 511 and the dirty loading dock of Bldg. 503.




b.
Place sealed biohazard bags in biohazard boxes.




b.
The maximum weight of a biohazard box is 40 pounds.




c.
Seal box with provided tape.




d.
Place a barcode sticker on the box in the space provided.  The contractor will provide the barcode stickers.



5.
The contracted service will pick-up and dispose of all carcasses and tissues as Regulated Medical Waste.

VI.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-620 dated June 1997.

REVIEWED AND APPROVED:

JOHN H. PARRISH

LTC, VC

Director, Division of

Veterinary Medicine

PREPARED BY:  SSG Heilesen
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