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Autoclave Quality Assurance

I.
PURPOSE:  To establish guidelines for the quality assurance program for all steam autoclaves.

II.
SCOPE:  This SOP applies to all autoclaves within the Division of Veterinary Medicine.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, Department of Animal Medicine will review this SOP annually.


B.
Department NCOIC’s will update this SOP annually and will ensure implementation of these procedures.


C.
The Animal Contract Project Supervisor at each facility will ensure that all personnel operating autoclaves are in compliance with this SOP and that appropriate records are maintained.


D.
The Department of Animal Husbandry will manage the repair and maintenance of the autoclaves.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Each Department will maintain an autoclave quality assurance logbook that will include, as a minimum: types of tests performed, dates of tests performed, results of tests, and individual performing the tests.


B.
The following testing schedule is outlined below and will be performed for each autoclave in the Division and recorded in the logbook as stated above.



1.
Steam sterilization integrator strips will be placed within each load of materials that is autoclaved.



2.
Complete vacuum verification (Smart Pack®) will be done weekly.



3.
Spore testing will be performed weekly.  The spore sample will be incubated for 48 hours.


C.
Results of the spore testing and Smart Pack® testing will be noted on the log sheet upon receipt.  Steam sterilization integrator strips will be taped to the log sheet when load is complete.


D.
If any problems are encountered during quality assurance testing of the autoclave, the person conducting the tests will notify their supervisor immediately.


1.
The Department Chief will notify DAH of the problem and request a repair work-order.



2.
If the problem is identified through a positive spore test result, the Department Chief will identify all items that may have been autoclaved in that autoclave during the interim of submission of the spore test and receipt of results.  These items will be re-sterilized.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-745 dated June 1997.

REVIEWED AND APPROVED:

JOHN H. PARRISH

LTC, VC

Director, Division of

Veterinary Medicine
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