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I.
PURPOSE:  This instruction establishes guidelines for the performance of euthanasia on all species within WRAIR/NMRC.

II.
SCOPE:  This instruction applies to all personnel within WRAIR/NMRC who may find themselves responsible for euthanizing an animal.

III.
REFERENCES:  “Report of the AVMA Panel on Euthanasia” Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association.

IV.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chiefs, Department of Animal Resources (DAM) and Department of Animal Medicine (DAR) will review and update this SOP annually.


B.
The Department NCOIC’s will train personnel and ensure compliance with this SOP.

V.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Perform animal euthanasia within the guidelines in the most current edition of the “Report of the AVMA Panel on Euthanasia”.


B.
Personnel:



1.
Veterinarians or experienced senior animal care technicians will perform euthanasia on dogs, primates, and farm animals.



2.
Experienced animal care technicians may carry out euthanasia procedures for rabbit and rodent species.



3.
Technicians will attend training on proper technique and humane considerations before being assigned euthanasia duties.


C.
Animal Euthanasia:



1.
Under no circumstances will an animal be euthanized in a room where animals are housed.  Perform animal euthanasia in a secluded area away from other animals.



2.
When using CO2, ensure that the chamber is large enough for the animal and that the chamber is “charged.”




a.
If using dry ice, ensure animals do not come into direct contact with the dry ice.




b.
Do not euthanize neonatal animals using a CO2 chamber.



3.
In all instances, induce a rapid painless death in the subject animal.


D.
Following Euthanasia:



1.
Bilaterally puncture the thorax of each animal to induce a pneumothorax.



2.
Cervically dislocate rodents euthanized by CO2 to ensure humane death.



3.
Dispose of animals IAW SOP-DVM-620, Animal Disposal.

VI.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-790 dated January 1997.
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