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I.
PURPOSE: To inform assigned personnel of guidelines in control of exposure to bloodborne pathogens.

II.
SCOPE: Applies to all personnel assigned to this Division.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
Director, Department of Veterinary Medicine, is responsible for reviewing this SOP annually.


B.
Occupational Health Officer (OHO) is responsible for ensuring that all Division personnel are trained about bloodborne pathogens and the general procedures to be followed to reduce the risk of contracting a bloodborne disease. The OHO is responsible for ensuring appropriate equipment is available to facilitate safe handling of blood and blood products by Division personnel. The OHO is also responsible for updating this SOP annually.


C.
COR, ROW is responsible for insuring that contract personnel are trained in the general procedures to be followed to reduce the risk of contracting a bloodborne disease.


D.
Individuals are responsible for complying with the guidance in this SOP and for notifying the Occupational Health Officer of any violation of the outlined procedures. Individuals must appreciate that we commonly work with disease causing organisms. We need to be conscious of the risk of bloodborne diseases and follow practices to ensure our personal safety and the safety of our coworkers.

IV.
DEFINITIONS:


A.
Bloodborne pathogens - Pathogenic microorganisms‑that are present in blood and can cause disease in humans.


B.
Parenteral - Piercing mucous membranes or the skin barrier through needle sticks, bites, cuts and abrasions.


C.
Universal Precautions - An approach to infection control. All potential sources of infection are handled as if they are indeed infective.

V. PROCEDURES:


A.
General: All Division personnel need to be generally familiar with the guidance contained in the WRAMC Exposure Control Plan and the WRAIR Safety Regulation 385-10.


B.
Specific:



1.
Personal protective clothing and equipment will be used at all times when obtaining and handling blood and blood products or other infectious materials within the Division.




a.
Simple utility clothing, latex gloves and masks are adequate protection when working with healthy laboratory animals other than Non‑Human Primates. Leather gloves will commonly be necessary when working with aggressive non‑ anesthetized animals.




b.
In addition, goggles or a face shield and a particulate mask will be worn when working with Non‑Human Primate samples, when working with known ill animals, or with animals housed in barrier rooms.



2.
Procedures in handling blood samples will always put personnel safety first.




a.
Extreme care will be taken with all needles used to obtain or manipulate blood samples. Needles will not be recapped following use. Contaminated needles will be placed directly into a Sharps container.




b.
If recapping a needle is absolutely required, such as when giving intermittent doses of a drug via an existing IV line, the needle will be recapped using the one‑hand scoop method.




c.
Care will be taken when handling blood samples to protect the sample as well as to avoid contamination of personnel. Absolutely no samples will be pipetted by mouth.




d.
When processing blood (i.e. serum separation, smears, etc) gloves, masks and eye protection are required.



3.
Personal Protective Equipment: Latex gloves, masks, and disposable outer garments and drapes will be placed into an infectious waste trash bag and disposed of as infectious waste.



4.
All needles, syringes, vacutainers, and other sharps will be disposed of only into Sharps containers and disposed of through the WRAIR Safety Office. Sharps containers will not routinely be autoclave, but will be sealed shut with strapping or masking tape when they are 3/4 full. Sharps containers will not be reused.



5.
Any reusable Sharps, i.e. surgical scissors, etc., will be placed into puncture resistant leak-proof containers until they are processed. Following disinfection (10:1 Clorox) these items will be retrieved from the container using forceps or a perforated tray.



6.
Eating, drinking, applying cosmetics, and smoking are prohibited in work areas where exposure to blood‑or other infectious materials is a possibility. Food and drinks will not be stored in refrigerators that are used to store any infectious materials.



7.
Work surfaces will be sanitized with an appropriate disinfectant as soon as is feasible after completion of procedures that actually or potentially contaminate the work surface.  Detergent and water solutions will be used to remove gross contamination, and phenolic disinfectants or 10:1 bleach solution will be used to sanitize the work surface.



8.
Hand washing using a disinfecting soap will be performed following degloving after all procedures involving blood or blood products.



9.
Exposure Incidents are considered to be the result of exposure to blood, blood products, and blood contaminated items. This exposure can be via a skin wound, oral ingestion, contact with the eyes, and potentially via prolonged contact with intact skin.




a.
All exposure incidents will be immediately reported to the section supervisor and the Safety Officer.




b.
Exposure to Old World Non-Human Primate blood or blood products will require the individual to follow the instructions of the “Instructions for Possible Herpes‑B Exposure” handout that is located with the bite kit in all primate area’s.



10.
Personnel should not carry a Sharps container as if the opening were a handle. 


C.
Training:



1.
This SOP and the Bloodborne Pathogen videotape must be reviewed annually by all technicians.



2.
The Civilian Supervisor and Department NCOIC will record the training on a roster and in the individuals training record.

VI.
REFERENCES


A.
WRAMC Bloodborne Pathogens Exposure Control Plan ‑ 4 May 92


B.
WRAIR Safety Regulation Policy Letter 95‑20

VII.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-811 dated October 1996.
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