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				STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE








	Operation of Castle Autoclave Building 511








I.	PURPOSE:	To establish operating procedures for the autoclaves  at building 511 Forest Glen Annex.





II.	SCOPE:	Division personnel who operate the autoclaves at Bldg. 511.





III.	RESPONSIBILITIES:





	A.	Civilian Supervisor-In-Charge is responsible for execution of SOP.





	B.	The NCOIC will ensure this SOP is updated as needed.





	C.	The Chief, DAR will review this SOP annually.





IV.	PROCEDURES:





	A.	Press the button labelled "door open" to open the chamber  door.





	B.	Remove strainer from bottom of autoclave and clean any lint or sediment.





	C.	Return strainer and load the chamber.





	D.	Close and lock chamber door.





	E.	Check that jacket pressure has stabilized at 15 psi before starting the cycle.


	


	F.	Set the desired cycle--dry time or liquid.


	


	G.	Set the desired sterilize time, dry time, and sterilize  temperature--250(F for 15 minutes for dry cycle 250(F for 30 minutes for liquid cycle.





	H.	Push cycle start button





	I.	The autoclave will go through the cycle automatically.   When the cycle is complete, buzzer will sound.





	J.	Press the button labelled "door open". Stand clear of door and steam.	





	K.	Wearing heavy gloves, unload chamber





	L.	Leave chamber door open.





	M.	Malfunctions will be reported to the NCOIC, DAR, who will contact the NCOIC, DAH.





IV.	Routine quality assurance procedures will be accomplished IAW SOP #745 "Autoclave Quality Assurance".





		














REVIEWED AND APPROVED:					Director, Division of 									  Veterinary Medicine





Prepared by: SGT James
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